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September 19, 2011
BURNING THE FOREST RETURNS   

Notice of Public Meeting on the Forsythe Project Area

September 29th, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.
  Last week, many Gilpin residents received a lengthy letter with maps attached from the USDA Forest Service – Boulder Ranger District, describing the Forsythe Project Area being initiated to “treat hazardous fuels and manage increasing populations of mountain pine beetle.” Specific geographic areas in Gilpin County are the Lump Gulch and Thorodin areas.  

   Describing this project as a wide-reaching one does not do it justice. “The project area is about 18,120 acres and consists of 9,267 acres of National Forest System lands. Inside the perimeter there are 8,853 acres of non-National Forest System lands including private, state, county and other ownership,” according to the letter. 

   In this writer’s opinion, the sheer size of the project sets it up to fail.  The dire consequence could be a Los Alamos, New Mexico size disaster (more than 70,000 acres). The Forest Service ignored warnings of high winds and started a controlled burn that went wild.
   That said, the “philosophy” of the letter cries out for closer analysis, and in short, relies heavily on the idea of “we the experts,” but purports to allow for members of the public to work with the Forest Service on project decisions.  

   The process to be used for the Forsythe Project Area is set forth in the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  The letter points out that large fires such as the Bobcat Gulch, Hayman, Overland and Four Mile fires “have had a significant impact on our environment, economy, cultural and forest resources, as well as human life and property.” Combined, those fires burned more than 500,000 acres. 

   On the Colorado Front Range, the Forest Service blames the lack of forest openings, continuous forest and increasing forest density for such large intense fires. An amazing statement considering how long the Forest Service has been in charge of the forests in Colorado and how long there have been forests in Colorado. 
   Paying attention when the increase in pine tree death was first observed in the mid 1990’s more than 20 years ago and before the epidemic got out of control would have lessened the impact.  After all, small pox is not allowed to reach epidemic levels killing millions before it is dealt with. 
   Over the years, this writer has become “somewhat” cynical about the rhetoric used to persuade members of the public AFTER the occurrence of catastrophes such as the large, intense forest fires noted above. 

   “Gross Reservoir and its watershed fall within the project area,” according to the Forest Service letter.  This is the same Gross Reservoir that is embroiled in the controversial demand for expansion by the City of Denver to supply water for “irrigation and recreational opportunities.”  Like it or not, irrigation translates to watering lawns in the City no doubt, but “recreational opportunities” is a rather absurd reason for destroying forest lands as will occur if the expansion of Gross Reservoir is allowed to take place. How much assault by man can one area withstand? Residents in the area of Gross Reservoir seem to be second class citizens to those in the City of Denver. The City of Denver’s greedy demands for water have reached epidemic levels.
   More next week on details of the proposed actions set forth in the Forest Service letter. In the meantime, give thought to this paragraph from the letter:  

   Actions we are proposing include the following: Treatments to reduce crown fire risk by reducing the overall density of pine trees, treat MPB infested stands, and create diversity of forest structure across the landscape. Larger trees would be removed in mechanical operations utilizing heavy equipment such as feller-bunchers and skidders. Smaller trees would be removed in manual operations with chainsaws. Actions would consider utilizing multiple contracts including stewardship and service contracts. Areas with steep slopes, rock outcrops, and riparian areas would be excluded from treatment. 

   Residents of the areas involved can only hope those in charge of this project have taken careful notes and have long memories of the Los Alamos, New Mexico fire that started because those in charge failed miserably by starting a controlled burn despite warnings of high winds, and should be forced to watch news coverage of that fire over and over and over. 
   A public meeting on the Forsythe Project is scheduled for September 29, 2011, 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. at the Nederland Community Center.  

Mark Twain once said:  “The rule is perfect – in all matters of opinion our adversaries are insane.”  
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